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Synopsis

Introduces the International Red Cross and Red Crescent societies, providing information about

their history, goals and campaigns, and the people who work and volunteer for the group.
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Customer Reviews

Gr. 4-6. The Humanitarian Organizations series introduces middle-schoolers to groups such as
Greenpeace, Doctors without Borders, and, much in the news of late, the Red Cross. Chapters
highlight the organizations’ history, their response to disasters and conflict, and the work of
individuals: two-page spreads introducing a psychologist, an engineer, and a youth worker. The
pages are busy, with photos, sidebars, call-out information, and boxed text. Some of this creates
repetition, and in the effort to keep the language simple, the definitions at times lack clarity and
precision. In one place, it's noted that Muslim countries prefer their own red-crescent symbol to the
red cross. In another, it's noted that countries with non-Christian religions such as Islam and
Hinduism do not use the cross because it is a Christian symbol--although there’s no explanation of
the Hindus preference for a crescent. The book ends with ideas for kids to participate in
humanitarian efforts. Only Web sites are given as sources. GraceAnne DeCandidoCopyright A©

American Library Association. All rights reserved
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